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1 . 60.5 PERCENT OF BRITISH MINERS WHO VOTED IN PIT BAL- 
LOTS THROUGHOUT THE COAL FIELDS REGISTERED THEIR "SUPPORT 
FOR THE EFFORTS OF THE TUC GENERAL COUNCIL AND THE LABOR 
GOVERNMENT TO COMBAT INFLATION." THE VOTE, WHICH WAS 
ANNOUNCED TODAY, FOLLOWS A DECISION MADE EARLIER BY THE 
NUM EXECUTIVE (REFTEL) TO ENDORSE THE SIX POUND WAGE LI- 
MIT WHICH IS PART OF THE TUC-BACKED GOVERNMENT'S ANTI- 
INFLATION POLICY. 

2. THE "YES" VOTE - WHILE NOT OVERWHELMING - IS IN- 
DEED SUBSTANTIAL ENOUGH TO BOLSTER SUPPORT FOR WAGE RE- 
STRAINT AT THE TUC CONGRESS WHICH OPENS IN BLACKPOOL 
SEPTEMBER 1. MORE IMPORTANTLY IF, AS EXPECTED, THE TUC 
CONGRESS ENDORSES THE WAGE RESTRAINT POLICY, THE MINERS 
ARE LIKELY TO MODERATE THEIR WAGE DEMANDS WHEN THEY BE- 
GIN NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE NATIONAL COAL BOARD LATER IN 
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3. ONLY TWO OF THE MORE THAN TWENTY REGIONS WHICH COM- 
PRISE THE NUM - SCOTLAND AND SOUTH WALES, BOTH OF WHICH 
ARE LEFT-LED - VOTED AGAINST THE POLICY. YORKSHIRE 
MINERS, REJECTED, ALBEIT NARROWLY, THE ADVICE OF THEIR 
OWN LEADER, THE LEET-WING MILITANT, ARTHUR SCARGILL, TO 
VOTE AGAINST THE NUM EXECUTIVE'S RECOMMENDATION TO SUP- 
PORT THE TUC AND THE GOVERNMENT. 
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